OCTOBER 24,2022

THE CHRISTIAN ALERT

WEEKLY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
9:30 am Common Grounds Café
9:30 am Open Friendship class
Worship every Sunday 10:30 am and streaming
ONLINE on our facbook page

Last month, we sat down at round tables
together and talked about our history – about
what kind of church Champion Christian Church
had been and what changes it has weathered
over its 130-year life span. You remembered
youth choirs and Thanksgiving dinners;
rummage sales and quilt circles. You also
remembered how it felt when the programs that
meant so much to you eventually ran their
course and the congregation had to let go. You
remembered new ministries evolving in your
midst – Wonder Zone and our Feeding Ministry,
on-line and parking lot worship. You recalled
times of great energy around community
service projects and times when you didn’t have
the necessary energy or resources to get
involved.
Last Sunday, we did the same. Only this time
we tried to identify where the Holy Spirit was
moving in our congregation right now. We
looked ahead and dreamed about what our
being the best church we can be might look like,
where following God’s call of grace and love
might lead us. We also were able to lay our
worst fears on the table: what happens in 5
years if nothing changes.
We identified many places where God’s
presence was moving: in the community built
and support offered; in the current ministries of
Wonder Zone and Feeding Ministry. We also
pointed to the prayer chain and the monthly
mission collection. I hope you remembered
that God’s spirit is present and moving among
us in a variety of ways.

Church office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00 am-1:00 pm
330-847-0785
Pastor Heather Godsey- Interim Pastor
Casey Lewis- Youth Director

We articulated our fears and anxieties around
the life of the church – about its long-term
viability. We looked ahead and feared
membership decline, financial scarcity, and a
growing lack of commitment to or interest in
faith itself. We imagined what it might look
like to have to let go of Champion Christian
Church altogether – to close the doors and
cease our visible ministry.
And then we dreamed. We dreamed about
growing our church spiritually and
numerically. One table dreamed about being
a “strong, healthy, vibrant, diverse
congregation that is reaching out and making
an impact in the lives of others.” Another
imagined that we had designed a different
way of doing church that fit our culture better
or served needs in a different
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Blessings,
Pastor Heather

This Week's Meetings & Events
Monday, October 24- 7pm Visitation
meeting
Tuesday, October 25- 7pm Bible Study in
the Jr. High room
Thursday, October 27- 9:30 am bible study
in fellowship hall

Next Week's Meetings & Events
Sunday, October 30- City Chicken Dinner
Carry out
Children’s church volunteer meeting
following worship
7pm Chancel Choir practice
Tuesday, November 1- 11 am 7pm Red
Cross Blood drive in fellowship hall
7pm Bible Study in Jr. High room
Thursday, November 3- 9:30 am Bible
Study in Fellowship hall
Friday, November 4- 10 am Grief Group in
fellowship hall

OCTOBER MISSIONS UPDATE

A great big thank you to all of
those who donated a warm coat or
accessory. Between our church
families and our Wonder Zone
families, we were able to collect 31
coats, 10 pair of gloves, 1 pair of
snow pants, 10 scarves and 10 hats
Thank you all for helping keep our
children of the community warm
this winter.
Goodbye to Casey Lewis
As announced in the last newsletter,
Casey Lewis' last day as Youth
director will be Sunday November
27th. To show our appreciation for
all she has done for our youth and
our church family and friends. We
will be collecting a love gift to
present to her. A farewell reception
will be held on Sunday, November
20th following worship. Monetary
collection will need to be turned in
no later Sunday, November 13th.

Church Family

Please continue to pray for,
Ken Hopkins Sr.
Fred Price
Vicki Gargas
Karen Horvath
Mike Wilkinson
Edie Sampson

Church Family & Frineds
As you may know, Vicki Gargas suffered an hemorrhagic
aneurysm while vacationing in South Carolina several
weeks ago. She has been hospitalized there, on life support,
continuing to slowly recover. The time has come when she
can be released from the trauma center. Their options are to
remain in South Carolina in a facility there, or be flown
back to Champion where she can receive treatment and care
at a special center within Trumbull Memorial Hospital.
The cost to bring her home is $16,000 - $17,000, and her
church family would like to help offset some of that cost for
the family. If you can donate to bring Vicki home, please
send your check, made payable to Champion Christian
Church, marked “Vicki Gargas.”
And your continued prayers for Vicki and Dave and their
family are very much appreciated.
Serving Schedule for October 30, 2022
Elders- Linda O'Rell, Sharon Armstrong
Diaconate- Tammy Hurst, Erin Jordan
Worship Leader- Connie Riffle
Acolyte- Natalie Smith and Allison Pettit
Children's Church- Jolyn Emerine
Media Dale Hatch
Sound- Mike Keller
Counter- Shellene Wilkinson
Captins- Janice and Tom Bruner
Serving Schedule for November 6, 2022
Elders- Nancy Countryman, Cindy Hixenbaugh
Diaconate- Sara and Chuck Elmore
Worship Leader- Reverend Cynthia Klingeimer
Acolyte- Natalie Smith and Abby Downs
Children's Church- Sara Elmore
Media- Karen York
Sound- Dave Conway
Counter- Shellene Wilkinson
Captains- Janice and Tom Bruner

City Chicken Dinner
Sponsored by C M F
Sunday, Oct. 30, 2022
The men are having a carry-out
City Chicken Dinner.
Cost is $9.00 - advance ticket reservations only by
Oct. 26, 2022.

Missions
Our monthly missions collection for October is non perishable
food items. We are working with Champion Pride Council to help
those in need in our church and our community. Food donations

Menu: 2 pieces of city chicken, green beans,
mashed potatoes/gravy, coleslaw,
rolls, & dessert.

are due by November 17th and Monetary donations need to be into
the office by November 8th! Please be sure to check the expiration
dates on all donated food.

For ticket reservation:
See Ken Armstrong at Church or call him at 330-240-9423.
Call Cara at the Church office at 330-847-0785.
Online ordering is available.
Your name and phone number will be needed to make a
reservation.
You will pay for dinners when they are picked up on
Sunday,
Oct. 30, 2022, 11:30 to 12:30 pm.

Thank you in advance for your orders!

Get Ready for a
Gratitude Story Slam
District 4 Disciples Congregations are invited to this
exciting time together hosted at
Champion Christian Church
November 13, 2022 from 5:00pm-6:30 pm
Soups, Bread, and Brownies will be provided
by District 4 pastors.
"Stories about a time when you were grateful for God's
presence or providence provided by you!" or "Bring a
story to share about a time when you were grateful."
We welcome everyone to come enjoy this evening of
fellowship together with our District 4 congregation
brothers and sisters.

Trivia Night and Pot Luck Dinner
Come join in a fun night of fun and fellowship! We are
hosting another Trivia night and pot luck dinner on
Saturday, November 12th. Dinner will start at 6:00 pm
and trivia fun will begin at 7:00 pm. Bring your friends
and neighbors and come have a fun evening.

