NOVEMBER 7,2022

THE CHRISTIAN ALERT

WEEKLY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
9:30 am Common Grounds Café
9:30 am Open Friendship class
Worship every Sunday 10:30 am and streaming
ONLINE on our facbook page

“Discernment, then, is the process of
intentionally becoming aware of how God is
present, active, and calling us as individuals
and communities so that we can respond
with increasingly greater faithfulness. …
Approaching decision making through
spiritual discernment relies on awakening
and honing the ability to recognize God’s
desires in each moment. It relies on actively
seeking God’s call in the very process of
making these decisions.”
The Way of Discernment,
Elizabeth Liebert, p. 8
I’ve been dwelling in various models of and
theologies about discernment for a while
now. It seems to be what this intentional
interim ministry gig is all about. How do you
reassure folks in the midst of an anxious, inbetween time? What questions do you ask
both individually and corporately to get them
to be open about who they are as a Body of
Christ in this place and at this time? How do
you create safe space for honest reflection
while also mediating the conflict between
reality and nostalgia? And how do you get
folks to actively seek God’s presence in the
midst of it all?
Well, as far as I can tell, you breathe deeply,
speak with love and empathy, and insist
upon prayer as the vehicle though which we
call upon the Holy Spirit. Or, as Leibert puts
it, you “gradually ‘put on the mind of
Christ.’” One way of doing so is to pray what
Jesuit priests call the Daily Examen.

Church office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00 am-1:00 pm
330-847-0785
Pastor Heather Godsey- Interim Pastor
Casey Lewis- Youth Director

It can be done in your head, aloud, or by
writing in a journal. Most often used at the
end of the day, it goes like this:
1. Begin by praying for light, for the ability
to see the day through God’s loving eye.
2. Review the day with thanksgiving,
offering gratitude for every gift you
encountered.
3. Identify the feelings that arise as you
review your day.
4. Choose a feeling that caught your
attention, that seems as though God
might have been speaking then, and pray
from it.
5. Look forward to tomorrow. Look at
your calendar or consider what
tasks/events/encounters are in front of
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This Week's Meetings & Events
Tues, November 8- 10:30 am Ruth Circle
7:00 pm Trustee meeting
Wed. November 9- 7pm Elders
7pm Friends in Faith
Thurs. November 10- 9:30 Bible Study
Sat. November 12- Pot Luck Trivia Night

Next Week's Meetings & Events

Church Family

Please continue to pray for,
Ken Hopkins Sr.
Vicki Gargas
Barb Wingett
Thank you
Thank you for all of the birthday cards from my church family.
It made my day! Cookie Stein

Church Family & Friends
As you may know, Vicki Gargas suffered an hemorrhagic
aneurysm while vacationing in South Carolina several
weeks ago. She has been hospitalized there, on life support,
continuing to slowly recover. The time has come when she
can be released from the trauma center. Their options are to
remain in South Carolina in a facility there, or be flown
back to Champion where she can receive treatment and care
at a special center within Trumbull Memorial Hospital.

Sun. Nov. 13- Table Church- Ruth Circle host
Stewardship Sunday
11:30 am Mission Team Meeting
5-6:30 pm Story Slam
Wed. Nov 16- 6:00 pm The Core youth group
7pm Visionary Council meeting
Thurs. Nov. 17 9:30 am Bible Study
Sat. Nov. 19- Feeding Ministry pick up
The cost to bring her home is $16,000 - $17,000, and her
Notes from the October Visionary Council
church family would like to help offset some of that cost for
The 2023 Spending Plan was presented and
the family. If you can donate to bring Vicki home, please
approved by consensus of Council. This will be
send your check, made payable to Champion Christian
presented to the congregation on Sunday, October
Church, marked “Vicki Gargas.”
23, following worship. “Sowing Seeds for the
Future” is the theme for this year’s stewardship
And your continued prayers for Vicki and Dave and their
program; commitment Sunday is November 13.
family are very much appreciated.
An invitation to someone to be responsible to
change the message on the outdoor sign will be
Serving Schedule for November 13, 2022
printed in the newsletter.
Elders- Nancy Countryman, Cindy Hixenbaugh
Mission Team members Jean Smith and Sue
Diaconate- Janice and Tom Bruner
Criddle have volunteered to assume leadership of
Worship Leader- Dale Hatch
mission activities as Vicki Gargas recovers.
Acolyte- No Acolyte Table Church
Casey Lewis has resigned as Youth Director/Multi
Children's Church- Jolyn Emerine
Media Director, effective November 30, 2022. Rev.
Media- Karen York
Heather, Karen York, and Secretary Cara have
Sound- Dave Conway
assumed the media tasks. Volunteers are needed for
Counter- Janice Dykes
Children’s Church and youth activities. A job
description for the Youth Director will be discussed Captins- Barb and Mike Wilkinson
further at our next meeting. A reception to thank
Casey is scheduled for Sunday, November 20. Our Serving Schedule for November 20, 2022
Elders- Nancy Countryman, Cindy Hixenbaugh
church will host the District 4 Ministers
Diaconate- Kevin Bosak, John Cligrow
meeting on Sunday, November 13, 5 – 6:30 pm.
Worship Leader- Beth Shafer
The next meeting of Visionary Council is
Acolyte- Alyssa and Macey Dutton
Wednesday, November 16. Anyone is welcome to
attend.
Children's Church- Lynnette Keller
Blessing Box Donations
The blessing box is in need of donations
again. Some things that are needed are
shampoo, deodorant, feminine hygiene
products, bar soap. tooth brushes,
toothpaste.

Media- Karen York
Sound- Dave Conway
Counter- Janice Dykes
Captains- Barb and Mike Wilkinson

Goodbye to Casey Lewis
As announced in the last newsletter,
Casey Lewis' last day as Youth director
will be Sunday, November 27th. To
show our appreciation for all she has
done for our youth and our church
family and friends. We will be
collecting a love gift to present to her.
A reception will be held on Sunday,
November 20th following worship. Love
gift collections need to be turned in, no
later Sunday, November 13th.

Ruth Circle Meeting
Ruth Circle will meet @ 10:30 on Tues,
Nov 8th, in fellowship hall. Our speaker
will be Kathy Smith from Homemaid
Helpers. Homemaid Helpers provides
services to your home: Housekeeping,
Commercial Cleaning, In-Home Personal
Care, Companionship. Anyone interested
in this informative speaker is welcome to
come around 11:15. Our hostesses
providing refreshments on that day are
Diane Brown and Carol Klingeman.
Please call Lu Vesey, 234-8064079 if you
have any questions.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT
SUNDAY
Sunday, November 13
The congregation has unanimously
approved the Spending Plan for 2023, and
it is now time for us to make our pledge to
support that plan. Please be in worship on
Sunday, November 13, when together as a
church family, we will complete our giving
cards for 2023. And please bring your
generous donations of non-perishable food
items with you that morning for us to share
with those in our community.
November 13 is also “Table Church”
Sunday. We will meet for worship in the
fellowship hall. Bring a breakfast dish to
share with those worshipping with us.

Missions
Our monthly missions collection for November is non perishable
food items. We are working with Champion Pride Council to help
those in need in our church and our community. Food donations
are due by November 17th and Monetary donations need to be into
the office by November 8th! Please be sure to check the expiration
dates on all donated food.

Trivia Night and Pot Luck Dinner
Come join in a fun night of fun and fellowship! We are
hosting another Trivia night and pot luck dinner on
Saturday, November 12th. Dinner will start at 6:00 pm
and trivia fun will begin at 7:00 pm. Bring your friends
and neighbors and come have a fun evening.
Table Church Reminder
A friendly reminder that we will have Table
Church, hosted by the Ruth Circle, on Sunday,
November 13th in Fellowship Hall.
Please bring an egg, sausage, or bacon breakfast
dish; JUICE, fruit, yogurt, muffins, or
doughnuts to share. Get ready for great
conversation!
Operation Christmas Child

